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AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A TRANSPORT 
REVOLUTION IN  FARNHAM?

https://www.farnhamcyclecampaign.org.uk/


VIEWS FROM OUTSIDE THE WORLD OF CYCLING!

WEA

Forbes New article

https://twitter.com/AuroraBlogspot/status/1227371559788122112?s=20&fbclid=IwAR04wskq-d08jFTQXqK8JKvX627zUmQUE0f2KO4vvKLLnAiZsp5jCV7MAqA
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/12/29/bicycling-will-save-tomorrows-cities-predicts-deloitte/#6a8575bc6739
https://twitter.com/AuroraBlogspot/status/1227371559788122112?s=20&fbclid=IwAR04wskq-d08jFTQXqK8JKvX627zUmQUE0f2KO4vvKLLnAiZsp5jCV7MAqA
https://www.forbes.com/sites/carltonreid/2020/12/29/bicycling-will-save-tomorrows-cities-predicts-deloitte/#6a8575bc6739


CURRENTLY IN FARNHAM

• Pollution - in the top 3% of UK’s most polluted towns in the UK
‒ Air pollution now kills more people than smoking (Reuters 2019)

• Road congestion, even outside rush hours 

• Car park congestion/full car parks most days

• How will more shoppers get into the Brightwells development?

• Nationally 45% of children driven to school, average 1.6km, a 1% increase this year

• Climate emergency declarations by all 3 councils

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-pollution-health/air-pollution-killing-more-people-than-smoking-say-scientists-idUSKBN1QT185
https://metro.co.uk/2019/09/23/cars-banned-outside-schools-cut-air-pollution-10790502/?fbclid=IwAR3U2HbeirJEm9To6AJqESK9ki4z1-pS7Y6doR6BC5zws5KlGZXH0Zqw3tk


Increases in

Air Pollution
Traffic Congestion

Parking Congestion
Struggling retail

GRIDLOCK IN 2021?

400 new parking spaces in Brightwells
Yard Development

139 new flats in Woolmead
Development

120 new homes in Crondall Lane

Approved builds, occupation starts 2021

1. Northbrook Park 800 homes

2. Coxbridge Farm 340 homes

3. Government targets added to Local Plan

Being considered

Being considered

Ready 2025-3295 new homes, Folly Heights

350 new homes, Badshot Lea

The Last Queen’s Speech included legally 
enforceable air pollution targets after Brexit



NEW AFFORDABLE TECHNOLOGY
• A revolution in affordable cycle technology has taken place

• New consumer technology has arrived 

• Electric-assist bikes make hills disappear  cycling for the masses

• 40% of bikes sold in Germany are electric-assist

Argos electric-assist bikes

Electric scooter 
Carbone 

Road Black
£179

£429

Halfords cycle trailers from £80 Hopefully legalised soon

https://www.argos.co.uk/product/1254707?istCompanyId=a74d8886-5df9-4baa-b776-166b3bf9111c&istFeedId=c290d9a9-b5d6-423c-841d-2a559621874c&istItemId=ixwmwrial&istBid=t&&cmpid=GS001&_$ja=tsid:59156|acid:444-797-0832|cid:189949525|agid:18091976845|tid:aud-641224041017:pla-795047374276|crid:77627774005|nw:g|rnd:11613169537770593547|dvc:c|adp:1o2|mt:|loc:9045761&gclid=Cj0KCQiAq97uBRCwARIsADTziyaUTAagbEej1ipT1HX5a0neFbcdBH60jGADn37Dv2BAB_ZWvzdpDNAaAj8tEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


DfT NATIONAL TRAVEL SURVEY 2016 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674503/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2016.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674503/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2016.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674503/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2016.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674503/walking-and-cycling-statistics-england-2016.pdf


MEANWHILE IN NEW YORK

‘PlaNYC’ sustainability plan: build 400 miles of bike lanes

Reclaimed Times Square for pedestrians & cyclists

Retailers worried about bike lanes saw a 49% increase sales increase *

* ‘Building the Cycling City’ – Melissa & Chris Bruntlett



A CYCLE SUPERHIGHWAY THRO’ THE TOWN?

Requirements:

• Dutch style network will get people out of cars

• Physically segregated from road in town

• Better to avoid complete road closures

• Safe for ‘unaccompanied 12 year old’

• There is a need to link up key destinations :

― Train station, 4 schools, university, leisure 
centre, retail park, skate park, town centre 
shops, 2 supermarkets, library, doctors surgery, 
Maltings art centre

• There is a need to link into other existing cycle paths 
to form a wider network

London September 2019

(video on Youtube)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRhuUbtvqBQ


• Farnham public can choose to leave cars at home

• Relieves parking congestion

• Physical & mental health benefits

• Independence for young people

• Faster travel & parking in town

INDEPENDENCE IN SAFETY IN CLEAN AIR

22nd Oct 20195th Oct 2019

7th Oct 2019



ONE OPTION FOR A ROUTE THRO’ TOWN CENTRE



HALE TRAIL & WEYSIDE GREENWAY ONLY FORM A 
NETWORK IF LINKED ACROSS THE TOWN CENTRE

• Eastern Border Path or ‘Hale Trail’ already part-way 
through official planning process

• Lights to be added Farnham Park at request of UCA 
university

• Weyside Greenway only needs small upgrade



SURVEY OF TRAIN COMMUTERS – FARNHAM 22ND OCT 2019

‘Yes, I would use the new cycle track’ ‘No, I would not use the new cycle track'

667 136

• So 5:1 in favour, or more significantly

• Up to 1300 journeys per day by bike

• Farnham’s largest car park is at the station

• Gap in the 2011 census regarding commute to station



Telegraph - Dec 2019

RECENT NEWSPAPERS ARTICLES

GetSurrey residents’ survey showed cycle lanes in top 6 
things to fix in Surrey – Jan 2020

Metro - Jan 2020

Guardian - Dec 2019
The Times reporting W.H.O. - Dec 2019 Herald - Nov 2019

https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/things-surrey-residents-would-most-17551230?fbclid=IwAR1rM-0m0TM8RzamGCZFPpOaiVKoKAdQvltGLc3a9BfjeFxLqpoQXOmP8qs
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/city-air-pollution-cutting-seven-months-off-lifespan-mtcwt89m0
http://www.farnhamherald.com/article.cfm?id=137658&headline=Air expert slams 'alarming rise' at Farnham pollution summit&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2019


www.farnhamcyclecampaign.org.uk

www.facebook.com/FarnhamCycleCampaign

twitter.com/CycleFarnham

www.youtube.com

farnhamcyclecampaign@gmail.com

http://www.farnhamcyclecampaign.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/FarnhamCycleCampaign
https://twitter.com/CycleFarnham
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:farnhamcyclecampaign@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/FarnhamCycleCampaign
https://twitter.com/CycleFarnham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsGr1svqNRqLv9kv5h8L7oA?view_as=subscriber
http://www.facebook.com/FarnhamCycleCampaign
https://twitter.com/CycleFarnham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsGr1svqNRqLv9kv5h8L7oA?view_as=subscriber


Propensity to cycle (% commuting by bike)

Baseline – 2011 census Dutch infrastructure + ebikes



Local Cycle and Walking Infrastructure 

Plan (LCWIP)

Two purposes:

1. provide a comprehensive, detailed and prioritised 
framework for implementation

2. the key to unlock central government (DfT) funding



Central Farnham commuter numbers

+ ‘Go Dutch’



Central Farnham commuter numbers

+ ‘Go Dutch’



Central Farnham commuter numbers

+ ‘Go Dutch’



Central Farnham commuter numbers

+ ‘Go Dutch’
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